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AN  OPEN  LETTER  FROM  THE  DISABLED  WOMEN’S  NETWORK.  D.A.W.N.  TORONTO . 

TO  THE  WOMEN'S  MOVEMENT 

Who  would  think  of  putting  out  a  flyer  saying: 

IMPORTANT  FEMINIST  EVENT  FEATURING 
MS.  DARING  DAISY,  WELL  KNOWN  AUTHOR. 

Nov.  30,  8:00  PM,  Everywotnan '  s  Hall. 

Admission  FREE.  Childcare.  DISABLED 
WOMEN  NEED  NOT  APPLY. 

Of  course  not ! 

Yet  often,  even  usually,  that's  what  the  publicity  for  feminist  events  3ays 
to  disabled  women  ...  and  you,  the  group  responsible,  may  not  know  it,  want  it 
or  expect  it.  Your  intentions  may  be,  probably  are  (we  hope?  good.  But  we  all 
know  what  road  is  paved  with  good  intentions. 

Your  problem  is  usually  that  you  just  plain  don’t  know  what  accessibility 
is.  Our  problem  is  that  we  can't  get  in  to  even  tell  you. 

Accessible  means  different  things  to  different  people.  WHAT  FOLLOWS  IS  THE 
BARE  MINIMUM  FOR  ACCESSIBILITY  FOR  MOST  DISABLED  WOMEN.  AND  REMEMBER  DISABLED 
WOMEN  ARE  18  PER  CENT  OF  ALL  WOMEN. 

For  a  woman  who  uses  a  wheelchair,  accessibility  means  no  Steps  Ca  good 
ramp  and/or  level  entrance),  an  adapted  washroom  Cwith  grab  bars,  a  sink  that 
her  chair  will  fit  under,  room  to  get  the  chair  in  the  cubicle  and  make  a 
transfer  sideways  from  the  chair  onto  the  toilet),  and  a  place  to  sit, 
preferably  with  her  friends. 

For  dea'f  and  hearing  impaired  women,  access  means  sign  language 
interpreters .  It  means  an  office  with  a  Telecommunications  Device  for  the  Deaf 
CTDD)  or  a  meeting  with  a  loop  amplification  device.  CThese  things  are  not  as 
expensive  or  hard  to  get  as  you  think.  Just  ask  your  local  DAWN  group.) 

For  blind  and  visually  impaired  women,  accessibility  means  having  printed 
natter  <books,  brochures,  agendas,  etc.)  on  cassette  tape,  in  large  print,  or, 
3ometimes  in. Braille.  It  means  that  her  Seeing  Eye  Dog  is  welcome  and  that  you 
don't  pet  or  feed  that  dog  Cit's  working)  without  the  owner's  express 
permission.  It  means  you  offer  to  guide  a  blind  woman  to  her  seat.  YOU  DON'T 
jRAB  HER  BY  THE  ARM  AND  DRAG  HER  THERE.  That '3  not  help;  it’s  assault. 

For  deve 1 opmen ta 1 1 y  disabled  women,  your  attitude  and  language  are  the  key 
to  accessibility.  When  was  the  last  time  you  jokingly  referred  to  someone  as 
'as  idiot,  imbecile,  space  cadet"?  While  we're  on  the  subject,  how  do  you  think 
severely  mobility  impaired  women  feel  about  "basket  case"?  Or  deaf  women  about 
’dumb"?  Or  psychiatric  survivors  about  feminists  who  call  other  women  "crazy, 
iu 1 3 ,  looney  tooners ,  or  really  out  of  it"?  Another  cliche  to  watch  is, 
'Confined  to  a  wheelchair".  You  don't  usually  think  of  yourself  as  confined  to 
/our  car  even  though  you  are  incapable  of  travelling  50  miles  an  hour  unaided. 

Df  course  not,  you  drive  your  car.  And  we  use  our  wheelchairs  (and  crutches, 
panes,  walkers,  etc.). 

For  invisibly  disabled  women,  those  whose  disability  you  can't  see,  access 
i 3  often  a  matter  of  attitude  and  flexibility.  For  a  woman  with  epilepsy,  it 
aeans  no  strobe  lights  or  flash  bulbs.  For  a  woman  with  diabetes,  it  means 
nutrition  breaks.  We  thought  non-disabled  women  liked  to  eat  too,  but  we  have 
jeen  to  all  day  feminist  events  where  no  lunch  break  was  planned.  CIs  this  the 
planning  of  a  workaholic?) 

For  women  with  environmental  illnesses,  access  means  SMOKE  FREE  meetings 
and  events.  Yes,  Virginia,  smoking  is  an  equality  issue.  If  Mary  dropped  out 
pf  your  planning  committee,  it  may  mean  that  Mary  had  an  asthma  attack  after 
that  last  meeting  from  your  cigarette.  Nice. 

For  some  women  accessibility  means  an  attendant  to  help  her  with  her  basic 
needs.  You  will  need  to  supply  trained  attendants  or  she  may  want  to  bring  her 
pwn  attendant.  If  she  does,  the  attendant  should  be  admitted  to  the  event  free 
of  charge.  Even  the  Metro  Zoo  does  this.  An  attendent  is  a  technical  aide  in 
just  the  3ame  way  as  a  wheelchair  is  and  no  one  charges  two  fares  for  a  woman 
us i ng  a  cha i r . 

Even  when  events  are  accessible,  you  may  not  see  disabled  women  out.  This 
is  often  because  of  transportation.  Wheeltrans,  Toronto’s  alternative  transit 
system,  i.s  separate  from  regular  TTC,  but  it  is  certainly  not  equal.  Wheeltrans 
user3,  for  example,  are  not  allowed  to  use  Metropasses,  but,  even  though  we  are 
the  poorest  of  all  women  (aven  old  age  pensioners  get  more),  we  must  pay  full 
fare  every  time.  And  we  must  book  at  least  7  days  in  advance  if  we  want  to  go 
somewhere.  And  that's  no  quarantee  you'll  get  there.  Or  they  might  (often)  get 
you  there  an  hour  late  and  pick  you  up  an  hour  early.  So  much  for  spontaneity 
or  last  minute  de  cisions! 


So  disabled  women  may  need  a  ride.  Someone,  somehwere ,  somewhen,  please, 
PLEASE  give  DAWN  our  own  wheelchair  van.  If  there's  a  goddess  out  there  ... 

Last,  but  never  least,  accessibility  means  publicity.  Organizers  in  the 
women’s  movement  rarely  seem  to  think  of  publicizing  events  in  the  newspapers  or 
on  the  phone  lines  of  the  disabled  movement.  If  you  want  us  at  your  event,  or 
in  your  group,  advertise  where  we  read. 

And  when  you  advertise  events,  every  event  should  have  information  about 
accessibility.  If  the  event  is  not  accessible  to  disabled  women,  it  should  say 
so.  If  it  i 3 ,  the  symbols  at  the  bottom  of  this  page  should  be  used.  Be 
specific.  For  example,  "Hall  wheelchair  accessible.  Bathroom  not  accessible.” 
And  consult  with  DAWN  Cor  U  of  T's  Services  to  DisAbled  Persons;  586-8060,  TDD3 
We  know  what's  accessible  -  and  what  isn't.  We  know  how  to  do  it  at  the  least 
expense  and  hassle.  And  we're  happy  to  be  asked.  We  may  even  know  about 
funding  if  you  ask  us  far  enough  in  advance. 

Ac  this  point,  maybe  your  heads  are  shaking  and  your  finance  committee  is 
yelling,  "IT’S  NOT  COST  EFFECTIVE".  (Perhaps  the  rest  of  you  are  simply  saying, 
"It’s  too  expens ibe"). 

BEING  DISABLED  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  COST  EFFECTIVE  AND  IT  NEVER  WILL  BE.  The 
same  school  of  non-thought  that  calmly  slaughtered  millions  of  Jews,  feminists, 
socialists,  gays  and  lesbians  and  other  minorities,  fed  us  disabled  people  to 
the  ovens  because  we  "cost  too  much".  Right  here,  today,  in  Canada,  disabled 
women  are  being  3terilized  without  consent  because  we  "cost  too  much".  The  same 
argument  is  used  to  deny  us  jobs,  decent  incomes,  housing,  healthcare  and 
everything  the  non-disabled  take  for  granted  —  because  it  "costs  too  much". 

But  costs  too  much  to  whom?  Why? 

So  forgive  us  if  we  retch  when  we  hear  the  same  argument  from  feminist 
groups  who  have  not  put  accessibility  at  the  top  of  their  agenda.  And  don't 
tell  us  that  we're  unreasonable,  bitter,  twisted  and  even  strident  when  you  shut 
us  out  and  can’t  cope  with  our  rage.  We  mu3t  never,  never,  never  shut  any  women 
out.  All  women  are  equal.  All  belong  in  the  women's  movement.  Or  it's  all  a 
BIG  LIE.  You  need  to  deal  with  your  problems  of  excluding  us.  We  don't  go 
away.  We  are  your  sisters.  And  we  are  organizing  around  the  wor Id!  Soon  the 
spectacle  of  disabled  women  picketing  inaccessible  women's  events  will  become  a 
reality.  Every  minority  has  a  point  when  collectively  we  say  ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH. 
We  are  no  exception.  We  are  your  sisters. 


For  information;  DAWN  694-8888  or 


586-8060,  both  TDD 
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A  lot  has  happened  at  the  Women's 
Centre  since  the  last  newsletter.  To 
begin,  the  las't  day  of  January  marked 
the  end  of  the  Centre’s  first  year  of 
operation  at  U  of  T.  In  the  last  year 
many  women  and  men  have  joined  us  to 
staff  the  Centre,  plan  workshops ,  put 
t oge t her  a  n ews letter,  do  lobby  work, 
and  put  on  social,  educational,  and 
cultural  events.  By  January  our 
drop— i n/r ef erra 1  service  had  received 
over  3500  calls  and  visits  (at  this 
point  we  have  received  over  4500  in 
total).  The  energy  has  been 
overwhelmingly  positive  and  productive 
and  this  feeling  was  certainly  present 
at  our  Open  House  birthday  party, 
January  27th,  where  at  least  60 
faculty,  staff,  students  and  community 
members  joined  us  to  celebrate  our 
accomp 1 i shments ! !  Also  in  January  the 
Women's  Centre  took  over  the  Toronto 
Women’s  Information  Line  (598-3714),  a 
city-wide  referral  line.  The  line 
will  be  staffed  by  trained  volunteers 
Monday  and  Wednesday  nights  from 
7  -  9  p.m.  If  you  cannot  call  during 
these  hours,  just  leave  a  message  on 
the  answering  machine  and  we  will  call 
you  back  with  the  information 
requested . 


U  of  T  Services  to  DisAbled  Persons 


February  25  we  held  a  benefit  at  Lee’s 
Palace.  The  purpose  of  this  benefit 
was  twofold:  one,  to  further 

strengthen  our  links  with’ the. 
community;  and  two,  to  raise  some 
money  to  ease  our  financial  stresses. 
Fortunately  for  the  Centre  we  achieved 
both,  not  without  an  enourmous  amount 
of  help  from  many  people.  We  are 
especially  grateful  to  Marianne 
Gjrard,  Bratty,  Marie  Lynn  Hammond, 
Marilyn  Lerner,  the  Heratix,  the 
Company  of  Sirens,  and  Mariana 
Valverde,  who  joined  together  on  this 
night  to  perform  in  support  of  the 
Centre.  Also  a  special  thanks  to 
Donna  Marchand ,  a  Centre  volunteer  who 
worked  hard  to  organize  the  benefit. 
Another  successful  event  for  us  this 
winter  was  the  pre-march  breakfast  on 
International  Women's  Day  (March  7). 
Many  women  and  ment  joined  us  for  an 
energizing  meal  before  a  well  attended 
Women's  Day  march  and  fair.  We  hope 
to  continue  this  tradition. 

-  other  events  - 

To  date,  the  Centre  has  hosted 
three  "women  writers  reading"  nights 
and  two  "women  and  film"  days.  A 1  1 
were  well  attended.  Our  next  two 
readings  will  take  place  April  23  and 


—  the  benefit  — 


Since  the  beginning  of  the 
we  have  been  short  of  money  for 
day  operating  costs.  Therefore 
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April  23  at  7.30  p.m.  in  the  East 
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ommen  Room  of  Hart  House.  The  guest 
writers  will  be  Diana  Braithwaite 
(playwrite,  producer,  blues  Singer, 
wr  i  ter/producer  of  "The  Lost  Picture 
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author  of  Martha  and  Elvira)  and 
Dorothy ’Livesay  (honoured  with  an 
Order  of  Canada  for  her  outstanding 
literary  contributions) . 

During  the  summer  the  Centre  will 
hosting  a  summer  discussion  series. 
Topics  will  include  "Women  and  Racism” 
CMay  28/June  11) ,  "Parenting  (June 
28/July  9)  and  "Women  and  Religion" 
CJuly  23/August  6).  Please  remember 
that  two  duscussion  times  have  been 
alotted  to  each  topic.  The  first 
section  will  be  for  those  with  a 
general  interest,  while  the  second 
will  consider  the  topic  in  greater 
depth.  All  sections  will  meet  at  noon 
by  the  cannons  in  front  of  Hart  House 
Con  sunny  days)  or  in  the  Women's 
Centre,  49  St.  George  St.  Con  rainy 
days).  We  are  still  looking  for 
f ac i 1 i tators ,  so  if  you  or  your 
friends  are  interested,  please  contact 
at  the  Centre!  We  hope  to  see  you  all 
there ! 

********* 

Available  for  sale  at  the  Women's 
Centre,  49  St.  George  St.,  978-8201  — 
Marianne  Girard  albums,  "When  it 

Hurts"  -  $8.00 

All-purpose  greeting  cards  —  $  1 . 00 
each  or  $7.50  for  10 

"Clever  Cats",  a  book  of  poetry  put 

out  for  International  Women’s  Day  - 

$8.00 


'ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Exciting  News!  There  is  a  good  chance 
that  the  Women's  Centre  will  be 
alotted  three  government  grants  for 
this  year  C1987).  Therefore,  we  are 
looking  to  have  three  positions  filled 
C pot en t i a  1 1 y ) :  volunteer  co-ordinator: 
researcher;  and  public  relations 
p erson/programmer .  Please  not, 
however,  that  you  must  be  on  or 
eligible  for  Unemployment  Insurance. 

If  you  are  interested  bring  in  your 
resume . 


The  Women's  Centre  held  the  raffle  for 
the  handmade  afghan  and  quilt  on 
Wednesday,  April  1.  The  winners  were: 
Caro  1  Anne  Madsen  #695  for  the  quilt 
and  Jon  Ausubel  #778  for  the  afghan. 
Thanks  to  all  who  participated. 


Women’s  Self  Defence  —  WEND0  courses: 
for  information  on  the  latese  courses 
being  offered  please  call  977—7127. 


Tired  of  finding  broken,  empty  or 
non-existent  tampon  machines  in  the 
washrooms  on  campus?  Tired  of  having 
to  buy  a  whole  box  whan  you  need  only 
one?  We  can  help.  The  Women  s  Centre 
now  stocks  an  assortment  of  "feminine 
hygiene  products"  to  solve  those 
problems.  Drop  in  at  49  St.  George 
St.  for  a  little  sympathetic  (and 
free)  assistance. 


ATTENTION  PARENTS 

The  Women’s  Centre  at  U  of  T  is 
running  an  emergency  contact  service 
so  that  babysitters,  daycares  and 
schools  can  now  find  you  when  they 
need  to.  Simply  leave  a  copy  of  your 


schedu-l  e  at  the  -Centre  (and  taH-va  • 
where  -yotr  wi  1- 1 '  l  ike  ly  be  when  -rrot--rn 
class)  and  leave  978—8201  as  your 
contact  number  with  your  child's 
daycare  and  we '  1  I  do  our  best  to  find 
you  if  they  call.  For  information 
call  Bryonie  at  978-8201. 

A  student  on  campus  is  setting  up  an 
emergency  babysitting  pool  made  up  of 
other  students/par ents  on  campus.  If 
you've  ever  needed  a  babysitter  and 
couldn't  find  one,  this  might  be  the 
group  for  you!  Contact  Mari  11 i  at 
365—0515  or  leave  a  message  at 
978-8201 . 

COMING  EVENTS 

Tuesday,  March  31  -  7.30  p.m. 

The  Sex-Ed  Centre  holds  a  dis¬ 
cussion  on  relationships  in  the 
African  Room  of  the  International 
Students'  Centre.  591-7949. 

Held  every  Tuesday. 

Thursday ,  Apr i 1  2 

A  Lesbian  Discussion  Group 
meeting  in  the  Women’s  Centre, 

49  St.  George  St.  Call  Regan, 
978—8201,  for  information.  Held 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

Friday,  April  3-1  p.m. 

The  Clara  Bett  Martin  Workshop 
Series  continues  with  Mary  Eberts 
on  "Talking  to  Judges  -  Equality, 
Rights,  Advocacy  and  Education”. 
In  the  Solarium,  Falconer  Hall, 

84  Queen's  Park  Crescent. 

Saturday,  April  4-8  p.m. 

By  Starhawk,  "Reclaiming  Our 
Power:  Connecting  the  Political 

and  the  Spiritual”..  Held  in  the 
Debates  Room,  Hart  House.  $10.00 
at  the  door,  $8.00  for  seniors, 
students,  unemployed  and  advance 
at  the  Toronto  Women’s  Bookstore. 

Saturday,  April  4  -  8  p.m. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T 
CGLAUT)  hold  their  annual  elec¬ 
tions  and  follow  them  up  with  a 
party,  both  at  the  International 
Students'  Centre.  (Bring  your 
own  f  ood . ) 

Wednesday,  April  8  —  8  p.m. 

Science  for  Peace  presents 
"Canada  in  Space"  with  Lydia 
Dotto,  Author  of  Planet  Earth  in 
J eopard y  and  Canada  in  Space. 

Room  179,  University  College. 

Friday,  April  10  -  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

The  Caucus  for  Women's  Issues 
CCentre  of  Criminology,  U  of  T) 
presents  a  one  day  seminar  on 
Gender,  Law  and  Social  Control. 
Room  7UP ,  140  St.  George  St.  CThe 

library  Science  and  Information 
Building).  For  information  call 
978—8714.  Admission  Free. 

Saturday,  April  11-9  p.m. 

~~b e  first  dance  of  the  season  for 
the  Notso  Amazon  Baseball  League. 
Look  around  town  for  details. 


Monday,  April  13  7.30  p .  ro . 

The  U  of  T  Bookroom  presents 
Margaret  Drabble  reading  from  her 
new  novel,  The  Radiant  Wav.  Free 
admission.  Limited  seating. 
Autographed  copies  available. 
Information  call  598-7907. 

Wednesday,  April  15  -  7.30  p.m. 

Women  Against  Violence  Against 
Women  (WAVAW)  holds  a  general 
meeting  at  2  Murray  St.  (behind 
Mt .  S i na i ) . 

Wednesday,  April  15—8  p.m. 

Science  for  Peace  presents 
"Refugees:  A  Tragic  Product  of 

Modern  War"  with  Professor  Reg 
Whitaker,  Department  of  Political 
Science,  York  University.  Room 
179,  University  College. 

Friday,  April  17-7  p.m. 

Women's  Independent  Thoughtz 
(WIT^)  hold  a  seminar/dis¬ 
cussion  group  created  for  the 
exchange  of  ideas  and  creative 
endeavors  in  literature,  philo¬ 
sophy,  art  and  political  thought. 
CHeld  every  third  Friday.)  Call 
536-3162  or  766-9496. 

Wednesday,  April  22  -  8  p.m. 

Science  for  Peace  presents 
"Social  Traps"  with  Professor 
Anatol  Rapoport,  Prof essor  of 
Peace  and  Conflict  Studies, 
University  College.  Room  179,1 
University  College. 

Thursday,  April  23  —  7.30  p.m. 

The  Women's  Centre  presents  a 
reading  by  Diana  Braithwaite, 
author  of  Martha  and  Elvira. 

Held  in  the  East  Common  Room  of 
Hart  House.  For  information, 
978-8201 . 

Tuesday,  April  28  -  7.30 

The  Women’s  Centre  presents  a 
reading  by  Dorothy  Livesay, 
honoured  with  an  Order  of  Canada 
for  her  outstanding  literary 
contributions.  Held  in  the  East 
Common  Room  of  Hart  House.  For 
information,  978-8201. 

Wednesday,  April  29  —  8  p.m. 

Science  for  Peace  presents 
"Military  Intervention  in  South 
America:  the  Chilean  Case”  with 

Nibalod  Galleguilos,  Lecturer  in 
political  Science,  U  of  T;  Lawyer 


for  the  Committe  for  Ifeace  in 
Chile,  1973—75.  Room  179, 
University  College. 

Friday,  May  1-8  p.m. 

The  U  of  T  Women's  Association 
presents  "An  Evening  of  Opera 
Excerpts  and  Musical  Theatre"  in 
the  McMillan  Theatre,  Edward 
Johnson  Building  (next  to  the 
ROM).  Tickets  $8.00,  available 
at  the  Association  Gift  Shop, 
978-3652. 

Saturday,  May  9 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T 
(GLAUT)  present  another  Homo  Hop 
Watch  for  details. 

Thursday,  May  28  -  12  noon 

The  Women's  Centre's  Summer 
Discussion  Series.  General 
discussion  of  "Women  and  Racism" 
By  the  cannons  in  front  of  Hart 
House  (good  weather)  or  49  St. 
George  St.  (bad  weather). 

Thursday,  June  11  —  12  noon 

The  Women’s  Centre's  Summer 
Discussion  Series.  In  depth 
discussion  of  "Women  and  Racism" 

Sunday,  June  14 

Move-A— Then  for  Peace,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Toronto 
Disarmament  Network  (TDN) .  If 
you  are  interested  in 
participating  (or  sponsoring)  in 
this  event,  please  contact  Les I i 
Schwab,  978-8201.  Pledge  forms 
available  soon. 

Thursday,  June  28  —  12  noon 

The  Women's  Centre's  Summer 
Discussion  Series.  General 
discussion  on  "Parenting". 

Thursday,  July  9  -  12  noon 

The  Women's  Centre's  Summer 
Discussion  Senes.  In  depth 
discussion  on  "Parenting". 

Thursday,  July  23  -  12  noon 

The  Women's  Centre’s  Summer 
Discussion  Series.  General 
discussion  on  "Women  and 
Rel ig ion" . 

Thursday,  August  6—12  noon 

The  Women's  Centre's  Summer 
Discussion  Series.  In  depth 
discussion  on  "Women  and 
Rel lgion" . 


Mm  em  m  iiray  ot  mm 
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